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 In the past few years, we have seen a drastic 
increase in opioid related overdoses and deaths in 
Fargo/Moorhead.

 This increase is being seen across the country. 
 Heroin has become readily available in the 

Fargo/Moorhead drug markets.
 Other opioids, to include fentanyl and fentanyl 

analogs have been introduced to local drug 
markets and are available. 

 Heroin, fentanyl, and other opioids are readily 
available in drug markets across the country. 



 Nationally, there were over 64,000 deaths due to 
accidental drug overdoses in 2016. 

 About 45,000 can be attributed to opioids. 
 Over 21,000 of these can be attributed to non-

methadone synthetic opioids, such as fentanyl. 
 Nationally, there were 37,461 deaths due to car 

accidents in 2016. 
 We have more people dying of opioid overdoses 

than of car accidents.
 4 out of 5 heroin users first recreationally used 

opiate based prescription medications. 
 50% of those that inject heroin first abused opiate 

based prescription medications.  



 The evolution of the opioid epidemic in 
Fargo/Moorhead appears to have been two somewhat 
separate events occurring around the same time. 

 Event 1 – in the past few years, heroin has flooded the 
illicit FM drug market. Heroin is readily available in 
the FM area. Due to availability, the number of heroin 
users appears to have increased. 

 Event 2 – the advent of darkweb marketplaces and the 
discovery that illegal drugs can be ordered 
anonymously and shipped discreetly to your front 
door, with little likelihood of being caught. 
 Although all types of drugs can be purchased via darkweb

marketplaces,  fentanyl analogs were popular for various 
reasons I will discuss later in the presentation. 



 In 2015, we began to see an increase in overdoses 
among known heroin users. 

 Initially, the cause was not known and it was believed 
that the overdoses were heroin overdoses.

 In early 2016, the increase in overdoses spiked 
dramatically. It was not uncommon to have multiple 
overdoses per week. Not only did overdoses increase, 
but so did overdose deaths. 

 Investigation led to the discovery of a heroin/fentanyl 
or fentanyl analog mixture being sold as heroin. 

 Users were not given a warning that what they 
purchasing and using may be 16 to 33 times more 
potent that heroin. 
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 In 2015, we began to hear of fentanyl powders 
being ordered via the darkweb and 
used/distributed in the Fargo/Moorhead area. 

 Those involved were younger people (14 to early 
20’s). 

 Users were dissolving fentanyl or fentanyl analog 
powders in water and placing the solution in nasal 
spray bottles for sale and use. 

 In 2016, we discovered that the problem was much 
larger than we had first believed. We learned that 
fentanyl or fentanyl analog in solution use was 
occurring in area high schools. 



 Fentanyl analogs appear to be popular, due to 
difficulty in detecting these substances via 
drug testing. 

 We are continuously working darkweb
investigations into those ordering drugs, to 
include fentanyl or fentanyl analogs, via the 
darkweb. 

 We are getting better at conducting these 
investigations, but due to the anonymity of the 
darkweb, investigations are difficult.



 Most fentanyl analogs are sold as a “research 
chemical” but used by consumers as designer 
drugs. 

 Most are produced in China. 
 When produced, most fentanyl analogs are a 

fine white to off white powder.
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 Most are obtained via the darkweb. 
 Payment is made via virtual curreny.
 Once purchased, these substances are mailed 

via postal service or parcel service to a location 
of your choice, to include your house. 

 Due to the anonymity of the darkweb, the 
anonymity of virtual currencies, and the 
unlikeliness of the package being detected and 
intercepted, this is an effective way to obtain 
these substances. 



 To access the darkweb, a user must use the 
TOR browser. 







 Right now the strategy of Law Enforcement is a 
very short sighted strategy of trying to prevent 
the next overdose. 

 This is certainly not a viable long term solution.
 This involves education on these substances 

and that this problem exists. 
 This problem can not be arrested away and just 

acknowledging the problem is not enough. 
 The larger long term  solution is a solution that 

involves the entire community. 



 Although we believe that the long term solution 
will be a community wide effort, we are not sure 
what exactly the solution looks like. 

 These are discussions to be had with law 
enforcement, medical professionals, treatment 
professionals, educators, faith based organizations, 
parents, students, those struggling with addiction, 
and anyone else willing to help try to combat this 
problem. 

 Lastly, I encourage everyone to say something if 
you see something. 



 What can you do?
 Keep opiate based pain medications or other medications 

secured and accounted for.
 Dispose of unused opiate based pain medications or other 

medications. Know where your nearest prescription drug take 
back site is located. 

 Know what your kids are doing. Know who they are hanging 
out with. Know what they are doing on the internet. Talk to 
them about the dangers of these substances. 

 If you see something suspicious, say something. 
 Be part of the discussion that should be taking place across this 

country.  Be part of the solution. 
 If you or someone you know finds themselves addicted to 

opiates, please seek help. 
 Talk to you local government representatives regarding this 

problem and encourage them to join the fight. 
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