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Today marks the 59th day of the legislative session and the conclusion of the thirteenth week. 
Conference committees are beginning to be scheduled, albeit slowly with respect to the education bills. 

“Do concurs” have been recommended for HB1098, which addresses teacher requirements, 
and SB2186, which is the “innovation” bill.  After encountering House opposition, SB2186 was amended 
to specify the NDCC chapters within which sections could be waived, and it ultimately was passed by the 
House on a 75-17 vote. 

“Do not concurs” have been recommended for HB1037, which would make the use of eTranscripts a 
requirement for school approval, and HB1389, which would allow a parent-directed opt-out from the 
state assessment and from any other test or assessment, except one necessary for grade completion or 
for graduation.  The opt-out would not apply to the ACT or WorkKeys assessments. 

During this past week, the Governor has not signed any more education bills.  Several are, however, 
awaiting his signature.  Those include HB1254, which clarifies that school boards must act on petitions 
for the payment of tuition or the signing of a tuition waiver contract; HB1423, which calls for a 
legislative study of in lieu of property taxes within the education funding formula; and SB2249, which 
prohibits a student from participating in any extracurricular activity if the student has pled guilty to or 
been convicted of certain offenses or if the student is the subject of a restraining order. 

The Governor will not have to make a decision about HB1310, the “First Armed Responder” in schools 
bill.  That failed to pass the Senate by a vote of 18-27.   The Governor will, however, have to 
consider HB1279, which now contains an NDSBA amendment clarifying that, for our purposes, an 
individual can store a firearm or a dangerous weapon in school district housing, provided the individual 
resides in the building, the storage is inside the individual’s assigned residential unit, and the storage has 
been consented to by the school board.  The Governor will also have to consider HB1233, which likewise 
includes an NDSBA amendment calling for a rewrite of the firearms and weapons laws to eliminate 
provisions that are irrelevant or duplicative, clarify provisions that are inconsistent or unclear in their 
intent and direction, and rearrange provisions in a logical order.  That should go a long way toward 
guiding school personnel and the general public regarding permitted and prohibited activities on school 
property. 

As the home stretch of the session comes into view, we must acknowledge the enormity of the work yet 
to be done.  While many of the policy bills have been handled, the appropriations bills remain in a state 
of flux and will require action by the second chamber before being placed on the conference committee 
schedule.  These bills include HB1013 – DPI appropriation bill; HB1361 – Property tax caps; 
and SB2272 – School construction. 

Because conference committee schedules are much more fluid than standing committee schedules, we 
encourage you to check the Legislative Council website for the latest information regarding meeting 
times and places. 

As always, communicate with your elected Representatives and Senators as they work to bring the 
session to closure. 
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