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Today is the 64th day of the legislative session and the conclusion of the fourteenth week. Early 
predictions that sine die would happen before Easter have proven to be inaccurate and now the 
discussion in the hallowed halls is focusing more on the possibility of perhaps the 19th or 20th of April. 

Since last week, there are more education bills now bearing the Governor’s signature.  These 
include HB1254, which clarifies that school boards must act on petitions for the payment of tuition or 
the signing of a tuition waiver contract; HB1423, which calls for a legislative study of in lieu of property 
taxes within the education funding formula; SB2152, which requires public entities that receive three or 
more applicants for a position to designate those applicants as finalists and consider records relating to 
the finalists to be open; SB2186, which allows the superintendent to waive certain statutes in the 
interest of pursuing educational innovations; SB2244, which appropriates $200,000 to support the 
pursuit of graduate level classes by high school dual-credit teachers; and SB2307, which replaces 
references to  a “state licensed foster home” with references to “foster care,” for purposes of residency 
determinations under section 15.1-29-14. 

SB2038 and SB2342 are awaiting the Governor’s signature.  The former requires school districts to 
provide at least eight hours of professional development regarding youth behavioral health to teachers 
and administrators every two years. The latter pertains to the formation of a task force on the 
prevention of child sexual abuse and allows the task force to recommend age-appropriate curriculur 
inclusions for pre-K through grade 12 and training for school personnel on child sexual 
abuse. SB2272 has also been sent to the Governor.  This is the bill that contains funding for school 
construction and various other K-12 programs. 

This morning, the House concurred on HB1318. As introduced, the bill would have repealed REAs.  As 
passed and sent to the Governor’s desk, the bill recommends the formation of an 11-member 
committee to examine how state aid for elementary and secondary education is determined and 
distributed under the state aid funding formula, analyze the impact of the state aid provided through 
the funding formula, and consider potential necessary changes to the funding formula to ensure equity, 
adequacy, and sustainability.  In addition, the committee would examine the delivery and administration 
of elementary and secondary education in the state and the short- and long-term policy and statutory 
changes that may result from or be necessitated by 21st century technological advances and global 
economics.  This committee was given authority to create task forces or working groups to help it meet 
the scope of its charge. 

The remaining conference committees are dealing with dollars, controversial issues, and in some cases, 
both.  Those that NDSBA is still involved with include HB1389, which pertains to parental directives and 
opt-outs; SB2243, which addresses teacher loan forgiveness programs; and SB2321, which addresses 
increases in the ending fund balance allowance. HB1013, the DPI funding bill, has been passed by the 
House and the Senate.  Now, it too will go to a conference committee. 

As is normal for the waning days of a session, conference committee schedules and floor sessions 
become much less structured. So, continue to check the Legislative Council website for the latest 
information regarding meeting times and places. 

As always, communicate with your elected Representatives and Senators as they work to bring the 
session to closure. 
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