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As the fifteenth week and the 67th day of the legislative session come to a close, the early predictions 
that the final gavel would fall before Easter seem phantasmagorical.  Some are still holding onto the 
hope that matters will conclude this coming week.  Others are starting to eye the 80th day. As always 
with the Legislative Assembly, things can break very quickly; i.e., agreements can suddenly be reached 
or things can come to a grinding halt–an absolute standstill.  Currently, 72 conference committees have 
been appointed.  Sixteen of those have reached agreements and are either awaiting their final 
amendments or awaiting their turn on the House and or Senate calendars. 

Since last week, the Governor has placed his signature on four more education-related bills:  SB2038, 
which requires school districts to provide at least eight hours of professional development regarding 
youth behavioral health to teachers and administrators every two years; SB2272, which contains 
funding for school construction and various other K-12 programs; SB2342, which pertains to the 
formation of a task force on the prevention of child sexual abuse and allows the task force to 
recommend age-appropriate curricular inclusions for pre-K through grade 12 and training for school 
personnel on child sexual abuse; and HB1279, which allows an individual who resides in school district-
owned housing, or other governmentally owned or managed buildings, to store a firearm or dangerous 
weapon in the residence, provided certain criteria are met. 

The Governor has received and is now considering HB1037, which requires that schools use state course 
codes and requires, as part of the school approval process, that schools use eTranscripts; HB1098, which 
sets new requirements for teacher licensure; and HB1318, which recommends the formation of an 11-
member committee to study the state aid funding formula and the future of educational delivery and 
administration in the state. 

HB1389, the parental opt-out bill has been reported out of conference committee, as has SB2321, the 
ending fund balance bill. Both are awaiting legislative agreement with the conference committee 
suggestions.  SB2321 would raise the ending fund balance limit for all school districts from 35% plus 
$20,000 to 35% plus $50,000.  In the case of cooperating districts that are considering a reorganization, 
that cap would go to 35% plus $100,000 for a maximum of two years. 

Among the bills still in conference committees are SB2243, which establishes a teacher loan repayment 
program; HB1275, which allows for student prayer at athletic activities; and HB1013, the DPI budget bill. 

While we hope that next Friday’s Legislative Newsletter will be the final installment for 2017, we 
recognize that it might not be. Once again, we ask you to check the Legislative Council website for the 
latest information regarding meeting times and places for conference committees and for floor action. 

Happy Easter! 
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