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Week eight of the 65th legislative session has concluded with “Crossover,” the day by which all 
bills from the first house must be acted upon and, unless defeated, must be transmitted to the 
second house. 

To no one’s surprise, several of the more controversial bills were on the chambers’ calendars 
this week.  On the House side, HB1168 was defeated.  This would have prohibited a public 
employee from being reimbursed for expenses or compensated, other than for personal leave, 
when that employee traveled to or spent time at a session of the Legislative Assembly, a 
meeting of a legislative standing committee, or a meeting of an interim committee. 

HB1389 which, as amended, allows a parent to opt a child out of any state assessment and out 
of any survey or testing that is not part of a curriculum and to which the parent has a 
philosophical, moral, or religious objection, was passed, as were HB1279 and HB1310.  Referred 
to colloquially as “the gun bills,” the former, as amended, removed the prohibition against 
having a firearm or a dangerous weapon in a publicly owned building if the individual is a public 
employee who resides in a government building and stores a firearm or dangerous weapon in 
that residence.  The latter, as amended, supported the concept of having first armed 
responders in schools but limited the program to 10 schools and increased the training 
requirements for individuals willing to serve in the role. 

HB1324, the bill maintaining the per student payment level at $9646 was passed, as was 
HB1361, which addressed the three percent property tax cap. School districts were given a two 
year reprieve. 

On the Senate side, SB2243, the teacher loan forgiveness program remained alive, although 
with an appropriation of only $2 million rather than the original $6 million.  SB2244, which 
provided tuition support for dual credit course teachers to pursue necessary graduate credits, 
also survived but again with a reduced appropriation. 

The second half of the legislative session will resume on Wednesday, March 1, 2017. An 
updated revenue forecast will be presented on March 9, and that will serve as the basis for 
some difficult decision-making in the coming weeks. 

Hearing Schedule Highlights for the week beginning Monday, February 27, 2017 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017 – House Education Committee 

SB2185 provides that computer science is acceptable as one of the three mathematics courses 
required for high school graduation. 

SB2324 extends the time for conducting teacher evaluations from March 15 to April 15. 

SB2244 provides tuition support for the pursuit of graduate level classes by high school dual 
credit teachers. 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1168.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1389.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1279.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1310.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2243.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2244.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2185.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2244.html


SB2249 prohibits a student from participating in extracurricular activities if the student is guilty 
of certain crimes or is the subject of certain restraining orders. 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017 – Senate Education Committee 

HB1037 requires school districts to use state-assigned course codes in PowerSchool and 
requires the use of ND eTranscripts when submitting student applications for the ND academic 
scholarship and the ND career and technical education scholarship. 

HB1283 sets the maintenance of progress toward degree completion as an addition eligibility 
requirement for the ND academic scholarship and the ND career and technical education 
scholarship. 

 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2249.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1037.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1283.html

