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Week four of the 65th legislative session finds legislators tackling some of the more 
controversial bills.  On the House side, that includes HB1382, which would funnel state dollars 
into education savings accounts for the use of parents to pursue private school or home 
education options.  NDSBA, together with NDCEL and ND United, testified against the bill. The 
House Education Committee has not acted on the bill and will keep the hearing open so that 
some of the sponsor’s experts from out-of-state can appear and provide testimony. 

On the Senate side, weather-related closures were addressed for the first time this 
session.  SB2220 would have permitted each school district to determine how many 
instructional days they would make up. Other suggestions for addressing this issue are 
expected in the coming weeks. 

The most controversial are the multitude of “gun” bills that were heard by the House Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee, including HB1279, which would allow possession of a 
firearm or a dangerous weapon at an athletic or sporting event; and HB1310, which would 
allow an individual with a class 1 concealed weapons permit to serve as a “first armed 
responder” in schools, provided the school board approved and the individual cooperated in 
requisite training with local law enforcement. 

Week four also saw the conclusion of bill introductions for the 2017 session. The final tally is 
434 House bills and 343 Senate bills.  The total of 777 is 75 fewer than the number of House 
and Senate bills introduced in the 2015 session. 

Hearing Schedule Highlights for the week beginning Monday, January 30, 2017 

HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

HB1432 would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to seek legislative approval 
before adopting any national or multistate consortium course content standards or 
assessments. It would terminate implementation of the common core standards; allow 
students to be opted out of public school and any activity, practice, or testing a parent finds 
unacceptable; require adoption of Massachusetts’ 2008-09 content standards for the 2017-18 
school year; require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to adopt K-12 state content 
standards in English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies; and require the 
Superintendent to adopt assessments based on those used in Massachusetts during 2008-09. 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

HB1389 would permit a parent to opt a child out of public school and any activity, practice, or 
testing that the parent finds unacceptable or to which the parent has a philosophical, moral, or 
religious objection. A school district is not required to provide instruction or activities for a 
student during the administration of any such test or assessment. 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1382.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2220.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1279.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1310.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1432.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1389.html


HB1382 (continuation) would permit the establishment of an Education Savings Account. (See 
description above) 

Wednesday, February 01, 2017 

HB1358 would authorize the Superintendent of Public Instruction to create the North Dakota 
education foundation. 

HB1318 would repeal regional education associations. 

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Monday, January 30, 2017 

SB2037 would continue the State Board of Higher Education’s student loan forgiveness 
program for individuals teaching at a grade level or in a content area identified as having a 
teacher shortage. Eligible individuals are entitled to receive $1500 per year, up to a maximum 
of $6000. 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

SB2294 would allow the Superintendent of Public Instruction to provide a seal of biliteracy for 
students who demonstrate a level of proficiency in a foreign language or American Sign 
Language. 

Wednesday, February 01, 2017 

SB2321 would raise the ending fund balance limitation from 35 percent plus $20,000 to 35 
percent plus $200,000. 

SB2324 would provide that the second yearly teacher and principal evaluations must be made 
available to the individual on or before April 15 rather than the current date of March 15. 

A number of the bills heard this week but not yet acted upon by the respective committees and 
a number of the bills scheduled for next week have serious implications for school boards, 
school districts, and students. Please reach out to your area legislators and help them 
understand the consequences of the decisions they will make shortly. 

 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1382.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1358.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1318.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2037.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2294.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2321.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2324.html

