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Week five of the 65th legislative session was highlighted by bills that addressed the assertion of 
parental rights within the public education system. One bill would codify a parent’s right to opt 
a child “out of public school and any activity, practice or testing” that the parent found to be 
“unacceptable or to which the parent has a philosophical, moral, or religious 
objection.”  Another would require a school district to provide special education services to a 
home-schooled child, at the request of the parent, at no cost to the parent, and without 
involvement of a multidisciplinary team. A third would funnel state dollars into individual 
education savings accounts that could be used by parents to pay for private school or home 
education options.  The House Education Committee, by a vote of 14-0, recommended a DO 
NOT PASS on the second bill.  The Committee has not taken action on the other bills. 

The Senate Education Committee heard a bill that would increase a school district’s allowable 
ending fund balance from the current 35 percent of actual expenditures plus $20,000 to 35 
percent of actual expenditures plus $200,000.  The committee also heard a bill that would 
extend the current March 15 deadline for teacher evaluations to April 15.   Both of these bills 
are still being held by the Senate Education Committee.  Likewise, the myriad of “gun” bills 
heard last week remain without action by the House Energy and Natural Resources Committee. 

Hearing Schedule Highlights for the week beginning Monday, February 6, 2017 

Tuesday, February 7 – House Education Committee 

HCR3012 urges the North Dakota High School Activities Association to include a third tier of 
schools for boys and girls basketball and to allow six-man football. 

HCR3013 urges the Superintendent of Public Instruction to require ACT or the Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) as a condition of high school graduation. 

Tuesday, February 7 – Senate Education Committee 

SB2275 requires each school district to adopt a restraint and seclusion policy. 

Tuesday, February 7 – Senate Appropriations Committee 

SB2272 provides $60 million from the Coal Development trust fund for unanticipated 
construction projects or repairs, makes the school construction assistance loan fund at the Bank 
of North Dakota a revolving fund, and defines “education-related” for purposes of the 
foundation aid stabilization fund. 

SB2244 provides tuition support for the pursuit of graduate level classes by high school dual-
credit teachers. 

Wednesday, February 8 – Senate Education Committee 

HB1098 establishes requirements for elementary and high school teachers. 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi3012.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi3013.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2275.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2272.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2244.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1098.html


HB1051 repeals the requirement for prior DPI approval of courses provided electronically to a 
student, school, or school district. 

Wednesday, February 8 – Senate Appropriations Committee 

SB2243 creates a student loan forgiveness program for individuals teaching in areas where a 
shortage or critical need exists. 

Thursday, February 9 – House Political Subdivisions Committee 

HB1435 requires that school bond issues be voted upon at a general election. 

 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1051.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2243.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1435.html

