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Week seven of the 65th legislative session finds education groups still waiting for legislative 
decisions on the gun bills and the finance bills.  SB2244, which would provide $700,000 in 
incentives to encourage the acquisition of graduate credits by dual credit teachers 
and SB2243 that would put $6,000,000 toward a loan repayment program for individuals willing 
to teach in critical need content areas or locations are both still in the Senate Appropriations 
Committee.  However, legislators did act on several other bills. 

SB2321 was approved by the Senate.  It increases the allowable ending fund balance from the 
current 35 percent of actual expenditures plus $20,000 to 35 percent of actual expenditures 
plus $200,000.  SB2307 was also approved by the Senate. It amended language to provide that 
the student’s school district of residence is the district in which the student’s custodial parent 
resides at the time the student is placed in kinship care. SB2186 was likewise approved by the 
Senate.  It provides for a mechanism under which school districts could work with the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction to develop innovative approaches that would improve the 
delivery or administration of education, provide increased educational opportunities for 
students, or improve the academic success of students. SB2275, which would have mandated 
that all districts adopt a restraint and seclusion policy, was defeated by the Senate. 

SB2272, which contains appropriations for school construction loans and defines “education-
related” for purposes of the foundation aid stabilization fund, was passed by the Senate but, 
like so many other bills this session will be scrutinized during the second half as additional 
information regarding the state budget becomes available.  The same is true of HB1361 that 
delayed implementation of the three percent property tax cap for school districts until after 
2019. 

Across the hall, the House took HB1318, which would have repealed REAs, and turned it into a 
study of entities receiving appropriations for K-12 education services. 

With plans to make crossover on Thursday, the House and Senate will be spending additional 
hours this week debating and voting on the remaining bills.  No education bills are scheduled 
for hearings during the week beginning February 20, 2017. 
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