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The 65th Legislative Assembly was gaveled into session on Tuesday, January 3, 2017. 
With a new governor, and new chairmen for both the House Education and Senate 
Education Committees, the first week was largely organizational and procedural.  Most 
of the committee hearings focused on noncontroversial bills that had been 
recommended by interim committees and bills that had been introduced by state 
agencies. 

The highlight of the week was Governor Doug Burgum’s presentation of the State of the 
State address. In the address, the Governor said that education is the foundation of our 
future.  But, he also said, “One place that demands change is our approach to 
education.”  He said that by many traditional measures, our education system is 
strong.  However, it is “not enough for students to do well on traditional measures. They 
need to be creative problem solvers, effective communicators, informed and responsible 
citizens who are strong collaborators.” 

Governor Burgum stated that “North Dakota schools can lead the way in education 
across America. Our schools can be world-class in preparing our students for the 21st 
century.” He emphasized that “North Dakota schools can be the best in the world” and 
that “[w]e need our superintendents, principals, teachers, and students to lead the way. 
But we can’t put this entirely on their shoulders. Parents, businesses, community 
organizations, and legislators have a role to play.” 

The State of the State Address can be accessed 
at http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/journals/hr-dailyjnl-
01.pdf#pagemode=bookmarks. 

As the session enters its second week, bill introductions are expected to increase 
significantly. January 9, 2017, will be the first of the legislative deadlines.  After this 
date, House members may introduce no more than five bills. Senate members are still 
unlimited. 

Next week, Senate Education will be dealing with higher education bills that address 
tuition and fee waivers for law enforcement officers and defaults on student loans the 
house education committee will address.  The House Education Committee will have 
several bills that NDSBA will address. 

On Tuesday, January 10, 2017, the House Education Committee will 
hear HB1140.  The bill would require school board advisory committees dealing with 
public improvement projects to have proportionate membership based on the 
agricultural, rural, and urban property taxes funding the project. HB1141 will follow 
immediately.  That bill would make the records of a school board advisory committee 
subject to the open records provisions. 

On Wednesday, January 11, 2017, the House Education Committee will 
hear HB1142.  The bill would preclude the board of a district from using its ending fund 
balance to pay for school construction projects.  HB1143 will follow immediately.  That 
bill would allow multiple school districts within a county to jointly employ a 
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superintendent if those combined school districts have fewer than one thousand 
students. It would also limit the ability of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to 
impose certain requirements on such superintendents through an accreditation process. 

Finally, on Wednesday, January 11, 2017, the Education and Environment Division of 
the House Appropriations Committee will begin hearings on the Department of Public 
Instruction budget, as reflected in HB1013 and HB1073. 
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