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Week three of the 65th legislative session finds several education bills already being passed by 
the first house and sent to the second house for consideration, or “killed” in the first 
house.  Those that were passed include HB1037, which requires school districts to use 
eTranscripts, as well as state-assigned course codes in PowerSchool; HB1051, which repeals the 
requirement for prior DPI approval of electronic courses; HB1052, which would add grade 12 as 
an option for the state assessment; HB1098, which sets licensure requirements for elementary 
and high school teachers; SB2030, which statutorily changes NDEA references to ND United; 
and SB2091, which alters the combination of sciences required for high school graduation and 
for various scholarships. 

Week three also saw the conclusion of bill introduction in the House.  Some of the topics 
include requiring that school bond elections take place at a general election; giving each parent 
equal decision-making responsibility for the education of their children; allowing a parent to 
opt a child out of public school and any activity, practice, or testing that the parent finds 
unacceptable; directing the state treasurer to create and fund an education savings account 
program under which parents can use the funds to pay for a nonpublic school, a tutor, online 
learning, etc.; capping property taxes at a three percent increase per year; repealing all laws 
related to REAs; and permitting an individual with a Class 1 license to carry a concealed 
weapon, provided the individual meets the training requirements. 

On Monday, January 23, 2017, HB1324 will be heard by the House Education Committee.  This 
bill would maintain the per-student payment level for each year of the 2017-19 biennium at the 
current amount – $9,646. 

On Tuesday, January 24, 2017, the House Education Committee will consider HB1382, which 
would create an education savings account and authorize expenditures from the account for a 
variety of purposes, including tuition at nonpublic schools. 

On Wednesday, January 25, 2017, the House Education Committee will hear HB1337, which 
would require school districts to ensure that students who take U.S. government or problems 
of democracy read and receive instruction on the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. 
Constitution, the Federalist Papers, the structure and relationship of the federal government 
and state and local governments, the role of separation of powers, and the powers reserved or 
granted to each level of government. 

Senate Education will be dealing exclusively with K-12 bills next week. 

On Monday, January 23, 2017, SB2244 will be heard.  The bill provides tuition support for the 
pursuit of graduate level classes by high school dual-credit teachers.  SB2250 will also be heard 
that day. This bill would provide early childhood education provider grants in the amount of 
$1,000 for children who are four, $2,000 if the child is eligible for reduced lunches, and $4,000 
if the child is eligible for free lunches. Monday’s final bill is SB2243, which would create a 
student loan forgiveness program for individuals teaching in areas where a shortage or critical 
need exists. 
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On Tuesday, January 24, 2017, the Senate Education Committee will consider SB2207, which 
would require that school districts pay for teachers to receive two semester hours annually of 
professional development relating to special needs students. The next bill to be heard that day 
is SB2211, which would provide that any school board advisory committee dealing with issues 
regarding special needs students must include the parent of a special needs student. The final 
bill for that day is SB2208, which would statutorily authorize a school board to screen school 
district personnel for alcohol or controlled substance use. 

On Wednesday, January 25, 2017, Senate Education will consider two bills.  The 
first, SB2272, would provide $60 million from the coal development trust fund for 
unanticipated construction projects or repairs, make the school construction assistance loan 
fund at the Bank of North Dakota a revolving fund, and define the phrase “education-related” 
for purposes of the foundation aid stabilization fund. The second bill is SB2275.  That bill would 
require each school district to adopt a restraint and seclusion policy. 

Finally, next week, the Energy and Natural Resources Committee will hear nine bills dealing 
with firearms and concealed carry licenses.  Of particular note is HB1310. That bill would allow 
an individual with a class 1 permit to carry a firearm concealed on school property, provided 
the individual has the approval of the school board and meets the training requirements set 
forth in the bill. The bill will be heard at 9:00 a.m., on Friday, January 27, 2017. 

 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2207.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2211.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2208.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2272.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi2275.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1310.html

