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Opening Session:  Stop Acting Your Age! 
Matt Havens has been at the forefront of leadership and generational 
issues for the past decade. He has worked in various leadership roles at a 
Fortune 50 company in areas as diverse as marketing, employee retention, 
and management. As a result of this expertise, Matt is able to address some 
of the most pressing issues today’s leaders face. 
 
In his presentation, Havens will teach attendees to replace the complicated 
four-generation model with a workable dichotomy between older, more 
experienced works and their younger, less-experienced counterparts and 
help you understand the key cultural, technological, and social changes that 
have conspired to create a disconnect between team members from these 
generations. 
 
 

 
General Session: Resilient Leaders: Challenging the Status Quo 

“Stop praying for a lighter load, and start praying for a stronger back.” This 
is the mantra of Dr. Salome Thomas-EL, award-winning teacher and 
principal and internationally recognized speaker and educator. Principal EL 
believes that resilient leaders make courageous decisions, take risks, and 
challenge the status quo. As passionate educators, we are able to make a 
difference in the lives of our students and ensure they are all exposed to an 
engaging curriculum and effective teaching.  
 
In his thought-provoking presentation, Principal EL will share how we can 
develop positive relationships and foster a supportive school culture so 
leaders can focus on the protective processes that impact and build 
resilience in our students.   
 

Principal EL has been a teacher and principal since 1987. He is currently a K-8 school leader in 
Wilmington, Delaware, and speaks to groups around the world. He has addressed over 100,000 
teachers, administrators, school staff, board members, parents, students, and community members in 
the United States, Canada, Nigeria, Trinidad, England, Jamaica, and the Virgin Islands. Principal EL is the 
author of two best-selling books and is a regular contributor on the Dr. Oz show. He frequently appears 
on C-SPAN, CNN, and NPR radio and was recognized as an “Inspiring American Icon” by Reader’s Digest 
magazine.  

 

Thursday, October 24 – 3:00 p.m.  

Friday, October 25 – 8:00 a.m.  


