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Is this 
young man 
Choice 
Ready?



First, Some Basics

 North Dakota law has mandates for a school 
year: 

 A minimum of 175 classroom days
 2 professional development days
 2 days for parent-teacher consultation
 Weather days (more details in a moment)



Storm Days In The Calendar

 Districts must set aside days for storm closings
 Add up days in last five years when school 

was canceled/shortened by weather
 Divide by five
 That is the number of “weather days” that 

must be built into the calendar
 The calendar may not include storm days 

until January



What is a school day?

 State law says a school day in kindergarten or 
elementary school must be at least 5 ½ hours 
long

 High school days must be at least 6 hours long



What if storms outnumber storm days?

 State law says schools must make 
“every effort” to reschedule classes

 Schools may apply to NDDPI for storm 
day forgiveness

 Governor decides on forgiveness, and 
he doesn’t like forgiving storm days

 Schools don’t get state aid for 
unforgiven storm days



 SB2229 says schools won’t have to 
make up early dismissal time if it comes 
because of a no-travel advisory

 Sponsors: Sen. Joan Heckaman, D-New 
Rockford; Jerry Klein, R-Fessenden; Erin 
Oban, D-Bismarck; David Rust, R-Tioga; 
and Reps. Alisa Mitskog, D-Wahpeton, 
and Cynthia Schreiber-Beck, R-
Wahpeton

Legislative Alternative: SB2229



Senate Bill 2229 (Cont.)

 Some tweaking about who must issue 
the no-travel advisory

 Original bill specified National Weather 
Service

 Other lawmakers suggest the ND 
Department of Transportation

 Some legislators say bill encourages 
travel when there’s no travel advised



Legislative Alternative: HB1170

 House Bill 1170 allows a school to use a 
“virtual education plan” to make up a 
canceled day of instruction

 The plan would need approval by the 
superintendent of public instruction

 The superintendent would have 
authority to regulate virtual education 
plans 



House Bill 1170 (Cont.)

 GOP Sponsors: Reps. Jim Grueneich, 
Jamestown; Jake Blum, Grand Forks; Jason 
Dockter, Bismarck; Craig Headland, Montpelier; 
Bernie Satrom, Jamestown; Don Vigesaa, 
Cooperstown; and Sen. Terry Wanzek, R-
Jamestown. 

 At least 95 percent of students, teachers and 
administrators must participate in the “virtual 
day.”

:



House Bill 1170 (Cont.)

 “Active instruction” required
 Encourages use of technology for 

education
 Helps students become familiar with 

remote learning
 Lessens pressure about losing state aid
 Concerns raised about effects on special 

education students and those without 
technology access



Why Doesn’t A State Official Just Cancel 
School?

 Superintendent of public instruction has no 
legal authority to order school cancellations

 Governor may use emergency powers to 
close schools, but this has rarely happened

 School administrators are trusted to use their 
judgment in deciding whether to cancel or 
shorten a school day



Another 
alternative 
to school



Questions Welcome!

Kirsten Baesler
State Superintendent of Public Instruction
kbaesler@nd.gov
701-328-4570

mailto:kbaesler@nd.gov

	Slide Number 1
	North Dakota School Boards Association
	Is this young man Choice Ready?
	First, Some Basics
	�Storm Days In The Calendar
	What is a school day?
	What if storms outnumber storm days?
	Legislative Alternative: SB2229
	Senate Bill 2229 (Cont.)
	Legislative Alternative: HB1170
	�House Bill 1170 (Cont.)�
	House Bill 1170 (Cont.)�
	Why Doesn’t A State Official Just Cancel School?
	Another alternative to school
	Questions Welcome!

